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seemed as if the Norman king was at last doomed. The
Eastern Emperor was so elated by his success that he con-
ceived the idea of adding Italy to his dominions and reuniting
East and West in a single Empire under his authority.
But his occupation of Ancona and its neighbourhood had Victory of
given great offence, firstly to Barbarossa, as it was a usurp-the Nonnan5
ation of territory under his overlordship; and secondly to
the Venetians, who felt that their control of the northern
Adriatic, the guarantee of which had formed the chief clause
in their treaty with William I in 1154, was at stake. The
Venetian fleet was no longer available against the Normans,
and Manuel did not supply his generals with sufficient troops
to carry his ambitious schemes into effect. He was unfor-
tunate, too, in that Michael Palaeologus had died, and John
Ducas, who succeeded to the command, did not show the
same capacity. At the beginning of 1156 William had
recovered from his illness, and the genius of Maio of Bari had
effected a thorough reorganisation of the royal resources.
In May the king's army met the Greeks and their allies in a
pitched battle outside Brindisi, and won a complete victory.
The towns were all quickly recovered; Bari was punished
by complete demolition, which frightened others into sur-
render ; the Greeks were expelled from the south, and Robert
of Capua was again homeless. Manuel, however, still clung
to his great scheme of uniting the two Empires, in spite of
the fact that he had aroused the hostility of Venice and the
Western Emperor, and had intensified the Norman desire
for revenge. By his ill-fated attempt he sealed the destiny
of his Empire, and started the march of events which led to
the Fourth Crusade.
Bereft of all his allies, the Pope was in a desperate position The p°Pe
when William advanced to besiege him at Benevento.   Hetrea^ofe
had to yield and to submit to the terms imposed by the Benevento
conqueror at the treaty of Benevento in June 1156.    He ^th William
invested William with the kingdom of Sicily and Apulia,I *1156)
which was defined to include the principalities of Capua and
Naples, Amalfi, Salerno, and the previously disputed territory
of the Marsi;  William did homage to the Pope and agreed
to the payment of an annual tribute.   The ecclesiastical
issues were also settled by making a distinction,  which
corresponded with the political distinction, between South

